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THIS MONTH IN TELECOMS

ICASA Spectrum
auction process

ICASA is in the process of
appointing service providers in
March 2026 to run the next
high-demand spectrum
auction. This is a procedural
step, not yet a draft regulation.
However, it indicates progress
toward a new spectrum
licensing process, likely
following the 2022 auction. It
suggests imminent regulatory
activity (ITA / auction rules
likely to follow later in 2026).

Competition
Commission

investigation into
Canal+/Multichoice

The Commission announced it
is actively investigating
whether Groupe Canal+ is
adhering to the merger
conditions following its
acquisition of MultiChoice.

Proposed Regulations for Online Stores

A The NCC, in collaboration Key proposals include requiring
with the Consumer Goods international retailers (like
and Services Ombud (CGSQO), Temu and Shein) to have a local
released a joint paper South African representative

A primary focus is the imminent proposing tougher and making  marketplaces
shutdown of the Showmax regulations for e-commerce. partially liable for third-party
streaming service and its sellers.

impact on local content, jobs
and competition.
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on Podcasting

The Portfolio Committee on
Communications and Digital
Technologies hosted a multi-
stakeholder dialogue on 24
March 2026 to discuss how
existing regulatory frameworks
should apply to the growing
podcasting and “on-demand”
audio sector.

Our CEO Ms Batyi facilitated a
breakroom discussion on the
topic: Network-level enablers,
growth and inclusion. Te
discussion focused on
exploring the relationship
between podcasting and
infrastructure, affordability,
online safety, skills and
accessibility.

DTIC Investment
Mobilisation

Minister Parks Tau announced
that the 6" South Africa
Investment Conference will
take place on 31 March 2026,
which will feature new future-
focused industrial policies
including digital economy
targets.
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Draft Rapid Deployment Implementation

Policy / Draft Policy Direction (DCDT)

The Minister of
Communications and Digital
Technologies published a draft
policy direction on rapid
deployment for public
comment, aimed at giving
effect to existing ECA
provisions on access to public
and private land for electronic
communications networks and
facilities. The draft policy seeks
to simplify and standardise
rapid-deployment processes to
support nationwide, affordable
high-speed broadband rollout.
The Draft policy seeks to
simplify and standardise rapid-
deployment processes to
support nationwide, affordable
high-speed broadband rollout.

The draft policy direction asks
ICASA to review and where
necessary strengthen Facilities
Leasing Regulations (2010) and
to develop rapid deployment

regulations with clearer
processes and dispute-
resolution mechanisms. It

should furthermore support
creation of a central GIS
database of network
infrastructure to aid planning
and sharing. Parties have 30
days from 12 March 2026 to
submit written comments.
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ON OUR RADAR

1.ICASA has published the_ Second Draft

Signal Distribution Services Regulations,
2026 (Government Gazette No. 53966, 16
January 2026), reopening public
consultation on proposed rules for the
wholesale signal distribution market.

2.0n 27 January 2026, the Department of
Trade, Industry and Competition
published a draft amendment to the
Determination of Merger Thresholds
under section 11 of the Competition Act
for public comment (Government Notice
No. 7029 in Gazette No. 54020), inviting
stakeholders had to submit comments by
10 March 2026.

3.The Independent Communications
Authority of South Africa (ICASA) has
launched an inquiry into whether_new
individual electronic communications
network service (I-ECNS) licences should
be issued, in response to a ministerial
policy direction gazetted in August 2025.
As the first phase of this process, ICASA
has published a detailed questionnaire
for stakeholders; the original closing date
has now been formally extended to 16
February 2026

4.Independent Communications
Authority of South Africa (ICASA) has
released the Second Draft National
Radio Frequency Plan (NRFP) 2025,
which proposes updated rules on
how radio spectrum is planned,
allocated and harmonised across
services (including mobile
broadband, broadcasting, satellite
and public-safety networks), with a
stronger emphasis on efficient
spectrum use, alignment with
international and regional
standards, and enabling innovation
and investment while supporting
universal access. Compared to the
previous framework, the second
draft reflects stakeholder input
received after the November 2025
publication and refines band
planning and allocation principles to
better accommodate evolving
technologies and demand. The
public hearings on 15-16 January
2026 represented the final
consultative stage on written
submissions; following these
hearings, ICASA is expected to
finalise and gazette the NRFP 2025,
after which the updated plan will
guide future spectrum licensing,
refarming, sharing frameworks and
regulatory decisions across the
communications sector.
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GLOBAL NETWORK WATCH

OECD

In March 2026, the OECD unveiled two
seminal documents designed to recalibrate
how sovereign states govern and quantify
the rapidly evolving digital landscape. The
Going Digital Integrated Policy Framework,
published on 2 March, serves as a
sophisticated strategic compass for
policymakers navigating the inherent
tensions between rapid technological
adoption and the preservation of "market
openness" and societal "trust." By providing a
cohesive structure for digital transformation,
this framework empowers governments to
harmonise disparate regulatory areas,
ranging from data privacy to infrastructure
investment, ensuring that digital growth is
both inclusive and resilient within a
globalised economy.

Complementing this strategic vision, the
2026 Measurement Roadmap, released on 13
March, introduces a groundbreaking
methodology for capturing the true value of
the "invisible" digital economy. By
establishing rigorous new standards to
account for the economic contributions of
zero-price services, such as search engines
and mobile applications, and the
transformative impact of Artificial
Intelligence on national GDP, the roadmap
addresses long-standing gaps in traditional
economic indicators. These metrics are not
merely statistical refinements; they function
as a vital precursor to imminent global shifts
in digital taxation and competition policy,
providing the empirical foundation
necessary to regulate an economy where
data and intangible services have become
the primary drivers of value.

UK regulators propose Al-
related competition rules for
Google

The UK Competition and Markets Authority
(CMA) has put forward new rules targeting
Google’s Al-generated search “overviews” and
content summarisation, aiming to give
publishers more control over how their content
is used in Al features, strengthen attribution, and
enhance transparency in search and Al services.
The proposals are part of the UK’s evolving
Digital Markets, Competition and Consumer Bill /
SMS (Strategic Market Status) regime and are
open for consultation until 25 February 2026;
potential violations could attract fines up to 10%
of global turnover. These measures could
reshape how dominant platforms leverage Al-
driven search features and impact operators,
publishers and platform business models.

EU advances enforcement
guidance under the Digital
Markets Act (DMA)

The European Commission is moving forward
with specification proceedings to guide how
large platforms like Google comply with fair
access, data sharing and interoperability
obligations under the EU’s Digital Markets Act.
This includes clarifying access to search data
and Android-based Al tools for competitors
within six months, as part of broader DMA
enforcement aimed at opening digital markets
and reducing gatekeeper control. This
development signals continued rigor in EU digital
regulation, potentially affecting global platform
operations and competitive dynamics in
telecoms, devices and Al ecosystems.
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EU AT Act

The emerging enforcement architecture of
the EU Al Act centres on the newly
established Al Office within the European
Commission, which has been confirmed,
through a recent briefing by the European
Parliament’s research service as the body
with exclusive competence to oversee and
enforce the Act’s rules for general-purpose
Al (GPAI) models. Beyond formal
enforcement, the Al Office will play an
interpretive and quasi-normative role by
issuing codes of practice, guidelines and
other forms of soft law that will, in practice,
shape how compliance is understood and
operationalised across the Union. For MSS,
loT and digital-platform services that deploy
GPAIl in the EU or target EU users, this means
that compliance will not be a matter of
reading the black-letter provisions of the Al
Act alone; it will require close, ongoing
engagement with the evolving corpus of Al
Office guidance, including sector-specific
expectations and best-practice documents
that may significantly influence risk
categorisation, governance obligations and
technical controls.

UK Online Safety Act

In the United Kingdom, the regulatory
perimeter of the Online Safety Act is
tightening in ways that are highly relevant to
both platforms and Al providers. Recent
commentary on developments in February
and March 2026 highlights that the
priority-offences regulations under the Act
have been expanded to include behaviours
such as “cyber-flashing” and the
encouragement of serious self-harm,
imposing a clear duty on in-scope services to
detect, prevent and remove such content
proactively rather than merely responding to
reports.

In parallel, the government is using the Crime
and Policing Bill to propose amendments that
would extend online-safety obligations to certain
chatbots and conversational Al systems that
were not originally captured by the Act, with
particular attention to tools capable of surfacing
or generating illegal material such as deepfake
“undressing” applications. Together, these
changes mean that any user-generated-content
platform or conversational Al service with UK
exposure, including Al assistants and chatbots
that do not resemble traditional social-media
platforms, must plan for more intrusive
safety-by-design duties and content-governance
obligations as the legislation and associated
guidance evolve (for an overview, see for
example the UK regulatory outlook on digital and
online-safety rules).

EU Digital Networks Act (DNA)

The European Union’s Digital Networks Act
(DNA), formally proposed on 21 January 2026,
marks a transformative shift in telecoms policy
by moving beyond mere competition to address
infrastructure resilience and systemic fragility.
Designed as a directly applicable Regulation to
replace the 2018 Electronic Communications
Code (EECC), the DNA seeks to eliminate the
regulatory fragmentation of 27 national markets,
creating a unified "Single Market" for
connectivity essential for Al, cloud, and 6G

development.
Critical Assessment & Strategic Trade-offs

The DNA signals a clear policy choice: prioritizing
long-term network robustness and
technological sovereignty over the preservation
of legacy infrastructure. While industry bodies
(like the FTTH Council) welcome the move,
critics warn that the focus on "scale" and the
forced copper retirement may dampen short-
term competition by accelerating market
consolidation and potentially marginalising
smaller, alternative operators who rely on
existing access conditions.
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